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First, are there places in your life where you
feel like God is micromanaging the situation?
If you do, then I want you to put that way of
thinking aside, and instead reframe your
mindset to “how is God present and through
whom is God present in this situation.” That
simple shift can make a huge difference. 

The second part of that challenge is that you
may allow your life to become a vessel
through which God is present in others. Learn
to love others, care for others, support
others and lift them up. 

Be prepared to share about this next week. 

ChallengeIV.

 write them down
 ask someone to pray 

Spend some time sharing prayer requests with
each other. As the small group leader, we ask
that you do two things:

1.
2.

PrayerV.

[T]RUTH 2

Check-in with each other. How is life? What
is happening? 
Reflect on last week's challenge:  remember
God's hesed and challenge yourself trust
that God's hesed will prevail even when
everything around you tells you that it wont.

this week's topic:

ScriptureI. II.

DiscussionIII.

Ruth 2:1-23: 
Now Naomi had a respected relative, a man of worth,
through her husband from the family of Elimelech. His
name was Boaz. 2 Ruth the Moabite said to Naomi, “Let
me go to the field so that I may glean among the ears of
grain behind someone in whose eyes I might find favor.”
Naomi replied to her, “Go, my daughter.” 3 So she went;
she arrived and she gleaned in the field behind the
harvesters. By chance, it happened to be the portion of
the field that belonged to Boaz, who was from the family
of Elimelech. 4 Just then Boaz arrived from Bethlehem. He
said to the harvesters, “May the Lord be with you.” And
they said to him, “May the Lord bless you.”
5 Boaz said to his young man, the one who was
overseeing the harvesters, “To whom does this young
woman belong?” 6 The young man who was overseeing
the harvesters answered, “She’s a young Moabite woman,
the one who returned with Naomi from the territory of
Moab. 7 She said, ‘Please let me glean so that I might
gather up grain from among the bundles behind the
harvesters.’ She arrived and has been on her feet from the
morning until now, and has sat down for only a moment.” 
 8 Boaz said to Ruth, “Haven’t you understood, my
daughter? Don’t go glean in another field; don’t go
anywhere else. Instead, stay here with my young women.
9 Keep your eyes on the field that they are harvesting and
go along after them. I’ve ordered the young men not to
assault you. Whenever you are thirsty, go to the jugs and
drink from what the young men have filled.”
10 Then she bowed down, face to the ground, and replied
to him, “How is it that I’ve found favor in your eyes, that
you notice me? I’m an immigrant.” 11 Boaz responded to
her, “Everything that you did for your mother-in-law after
your husband’s death has been reported fully to me: how
you left behind your father, your mother, and the land of
your birth, and came to a people you hadn’t known
beforehand. 12 May the Lord reward you for your deed.
May you receive a rich reward from the Lord, the God of
Israel, under whose wings you’ve come to seek refuge.”
13 She said, “May I continue to find favor in your eyes, sir,
because you’ve comforted me and because you’ve
spoken kindly to your female servant—even though I’m
not one of your female servants.” 14 At mealtime Boaz
said to her, “Come over here, eat some of the bread, and
dip your piece in the vinegar.” She sat alongside the
harvesters, and he served roasted grain to her. She ate,
was satisfied, and had leftovers. 15 Then she got up to
glean. Boaz ordered his young men, “Let her glean
between the bundles, and don’t humiliate her. 16 Also, pull
out some from the bales for her and leave them behind for
her to glean. And don’t scold her.” 17 So she gleaned in
the field until evening. Then she threshed what she had
gleaned; it was about an ephah[ of barley. 18 She picked it
up and went into town. Her mother-in-law saw what she
had gleaned. She brought out what she had left over after
eating her fill and gave it to her. 19 Her mother-in-law said
to her, “Where did you glean today? Where did you work?
May the one who noticed you be blessed.” She told her
mother-in-law with whom she had worked and said, “The
name of the man with whom I worked today is Boaz.” 20
Naomi replied to her daughter-in-law, “May he be blessed
by the Lord, who hasn’t abandoned his faithfulness with
the living or with the dead.” Naomi said to her, “The man is
one of our close relatives; he’s one of our redeemers.”
21 Ruth the Moabite replied, “Furthermore, he said to me,
‘Stay with my workers until they’ve finished all of my
harvest.’” 22 Naomi said to Ruth her daughter-in-law, “It’s
good, my daughter, that you go out with his young women,
so that men don’t assault you in another field.” 23 Thus
she stayed with Boaz’s young women, gleaning until the
completion of the barley and wheat harvests. And she
lived with her mother-in-law.

What stands out to you in this scripture?
Have you ever heard or believed in the
narrative that God helps people who do
good and punishes those that are bad?
What led you to believe in this narrative and
do you think it was ever truly helpful?
Pastor Fernie argues that the good and bad
things that happen in life can be traced back
to either a human choice or natural human
progression. Do you agree or disagree?
Why? (Bonus: are there other causes of
good and bad things?)
Scripture tells us that, by chance, Ruth
came upon Boaz’s field where she
eventually received food and her life began
to turn around. Based on today’s
sermoncast, do you think this really was by
chance, or did God somehow intervene to
make it happen? Defend your argument.


